The Fourth Sunday of Advent

December 22, 2024
10:30 a.m.
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Welcome to
St. Augustine by-the-Sea
Episcopal Church!

We are a spiritually engaged community, seeking the knowledge and love of God, and
sharing that life-giving love with the world. We believe in following the teachings of
Jesus Christ and see God at work in our faith-based questions, doubts and curiosity.
Scripture reveals that God loves each and every one of us, no exceptions. As such, St.
Augustine's i1s LGBTQIA+ welcoming and affirming.

Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, you are welcome here!

Welcome

If you are new or visiting, we invite you

to introduce yourself by filling out the online
Welcome form through this QR code. We look
forward to meeting you and answering any

questions you may have about St. A’s.




Holy Eucharist

December 22, 2024, 10:30AM
The Fourth Sunday of Advent, Rite Two

Greg Schreiner, Organ

The Word of God

Entrance Rite

Prelude: “Gabriel’s Message” by David Cherwien

(at the sound of the bell, all stand for the entrance of the ministers into the church)

ENTRANCE HYMN
Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates (Truro) Hymnal 436
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OPENING ACCLAMATION

(the Celebrant says)

Celebrant Blessed are you, holy and living One.
People You come to your people and set them free.
COLLECT FOR PURITY

(the Celebrant says)

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.



OPENING ANTHEM (¢0 be sung 3 times)
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at
his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

(please sit for readings)

FIRST READING Micah 5:2-5a
A Reading from the book of the prophet Micah.

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall
come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.
Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. And he shall stand and feed
his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And

they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall be the
one of peace.



Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.

(silence may follow)

PSALM: Psalm 80:1-7 (led by cantor, with congregation singing alternate verses)
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A
mw -
S (@)

/7 / ’
1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading / Joseph like a flock; *
shine forth, you that are enthroned / upon the cherubim.

2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, / and Manasseh, *
stir up your strength / and come to help us.

3 Restore / us, O God of hosts; *
show the light of your counte/nance, and we shall be saved.

4 —/O LORD God of hosts, *
how long will you be angered

despite the / prayers of your péople?

5 You have fed them / with the bread of tears; *
you have given / them bowls of tears to drink.

6 You have made us the derision / of our néighbors, *

. 4
and our en/emies laugh us to scorn.

7 Restore / us, O God of hosts; *

show the light of your counte/nance, and we shall be saved.



SECOND READING Hebrews 10:5-10
A Reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

When Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,
but a body you have prepared for me; in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no

pleasure. Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ (in the scroll of the book
it is written of me).”

When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and
offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), then

he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the

second. And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body
of Jesus Christ once for all.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.

(silence may follow)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

“Prepare the Way of the Lord” (sung 3 times before and after the reading of the Gospel)
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Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.



In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where
she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s
greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your
womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as
soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed
is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the
Lord.”

Priest The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON - The Rev. Katie Cadigan
(a moment of silence is observed)

THE NICENE CREED
(the Celebrant announces the Creed and the people stand)

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
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He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.

He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

The Mighty One has done great things for us. And so we appeal to God once again, praying,
“Stir up your strength, O Lord; and come to help us.”

Prepare in us a mansion for yourself, O Christ. Stir up your strength, O Lord;
And come to help us.

Restore us, O God of hosts. May we know security. May we know peace. May we know the
benefits of the reign of your Christ. Stir up your strength, O Lord;
And come to help us.

Show the strength of your arm, O God: lift up the lowly. Fill the hungry with good things.
Look on your children with favor. Stir up your strength, O Lord;
And come to help us.

Have mercy on all captives and prisoners, O God. Remember them and come to their aid.
Fill our hearts with mercy. May we learn to forgive even as you forgive us. Stir up your
strength, O Lord;

And come to help us.

Hear the prayers of your people, O God of hosts. May those who have fed on the bread of
tears, feed instead on your strength, O Lord. Show them the light of your countenance and
be their salvation. Stir up your strength, O Lord;

And come to help us.

Great Shepherd, gather your flock into your eternal kingdom. Bless the dying, embrace the
dead, and comfort those who mourn. Stir up your strength, O Lord;
And come to help us.



For all who have asked for or need our prayers, naming them either silently or aloud
(intercessions may be offered). Stir up your strength, O Lord;
And come to help us.

(the Celebrant adds a concluding Collect)

Lord, we gather up the prayers of this household, confident that as each day you transform
darkness into light you know our deepest thoughts and will refresh our spirits. We pray in
the name of the one who transforms principalities and powers and renews heaven and
earth, Christ our Lord. Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN
(the Celebrant says)
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

(silence may be kept)

Celebrant and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

(the Priest stands and says)

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.
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THE PEACE

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

(then the ministers and the people greet one another in the name of the Lord)

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

HEALING PRAYER COMMISSIONING
(the Celebrant says)

Friends in Christ, we are all baptized by the one Spirit into one Body, and given gifts for a
variety of ministries for the common good.

(a representative of the congregation)

Chris Muntz and Tim Whalen have been called to the ministry of the Healing Prayer Team.
People Praise be to God, who has called you to this service.

(the Celebrant continues)

Let us pray. (Silence)

Look with favor upon those whom you have called, O God, and grant that they may be so
filled with your Holy Spirit that they may minister in their chosen task with joy and

steadfast devotion; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

In the Name of God, we recognize you, Chris and Tim, as Healing Prayer Intercessors.

People Thanks be to God

OFFERTORY SENTENCE

Celebrant Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and
sacrifice to God. FEphesians 52
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Offering plate

Texting the amount you want to give to (323) 615-2625

Using this QR code

Offerings in thanksgiving for God’s gifts to us are invited through:

OFFERTORY ANTHEM - Gabriel's Message Traditional Basque Carol arr. Raleigh

sung by St. A’s Choir

(please stand)
OFFERTORY HYMN
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord (Birmingham) Hymnal 437
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The Great Thanksgiving

|| Celebrant People
— \/ N—r —_—
The Lord be with you. And al-so with you.
Celebrant People
~ ~
~— \ ~ ~ =
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
Celebrant ~
\_/ ~—r

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People ~
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

(the Celebrant proceeds)

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth.
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Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs
in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to
judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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(the Celebrant continues)

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us
in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.

For in these last days you sent Jesus to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior
and Redeemer of the world. In Christ, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy
to stand before you.

In Christ, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of
death into life

On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his command, O God,
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Celebrant and People

We remember Christ’s death,
We proclaim Christ’s resurrection,
We await Christ’s coming in glory;

(the Celebrant continues)

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Savior of all; presenting to
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us in the
sacrifice of Jesus Christ, through whom we are acceptable to you, being sanctified by the
Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring
us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting
heritage of your children; through Jesus Christ our Savior, the firstborn of all creation, the
head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory
1s yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. AMEN.

EAT THIS BREAD
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

And now, as our Savior
Christ has taught us,
we are bold to say,




Celebrant and People

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

J quu.
’%D — P 7] » o o » ~ » - P 7]
Lamb of  God, you take a - way the sins of the world:
b4 :
%Fb—O—. ——= e o U e o o 5 5
have mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the
ok | |
o » o 2 e — E—— ® ® 2
sins of the world: have mer - ¢cy on wus. Lamb of  God,
f 4 |
1V I P P ® > 1
l\\a\l e e e - 2 ® . ® & =
you take a - way the sins of the world: grant us peace.
INVITATION
(Celebrant)

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Wherever you are in your spiritual journey you are
welcome at Christ’s Table.

Invitation to Spiritual Communion for Online Worshippers
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(The Book of Common Prayer reminds us that the simple desire to consume the consecrated
elements is enough for God to grant all the benefits of communion.)

Celebrant  Will all who are online, join in praying:

In union, Blessed Jesus with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church, where
your blessed Body and Blood are offered this day, we believe that you are truly present in
the Holy Sacrament. Since we cannot at this time receive communion, we pray you to come
into our hearts. Let nothing separate us from you; let us serve you in this life until, by your
grace, we come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen

(All are welcome at Christ's table. To receive the bread, place one hand over the other.
Gluten Free wafers are available upon request. To receive the wine, guide the cup to your
lips for a small sip. We believe Christ 1s fully present in each element, so it 1s acceptable to
receive bread only. If you would like a blessing from a priest instead of receiving
communion, cross your arms over your chest.)

COMMUNION ANTHEM — Magnificat sung to Tone 9 in the 1982 Hymnal S185
sung by St. A’s Choir

(please stand)
COMMUNION HYMN
The angel Gabriel from heaven came (Gabriel's Message) Hymnal 265
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4 Of her, Em -man - u - el the Christ, was born
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Celebrant Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
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Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE ADVENT BLESSING

May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great
humility, sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen.

May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in
faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love. Amen.

May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be rewarded
with unending life. Amen.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you
and remain with you for ever. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

Come, thou long-expected Jesus (Stuttgart) Hymnal 66
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DISMISSAL

Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia.
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.

Postlude: “Prepare Ye the Way” by James Mansfield
Greg Schreiner, Organ
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Celebrating Christmas at St. A’s!

Christmas Eve

5:00 pm - Family Service & Pageant
All children welcome to participate!

9:00 pm - Choral Prelude
9:30 pm - Festival Eucharist

Christmas Day

10:30am - Eucharist & Carols

Between Christmas & the New Year

Sunday worship as usual on Dec. 29
8am - Contemplative Eucharist, Rite I
10:30am — Holy Eucharist, Rite IT — and Children’s Program

Sunday Forums resume January 12 with The Gospel of Luke
There will be no forums on Sundays Dec. 29 or Jan. 5

Wednesday Spirituality worship & classes cancelled, resume January 8
Market Mass, Bible Study and Contemplative Prayer are cancelled Christmas Day and
New Year’s Day.

Church Office closed weekdays: December 26 — January 5, 2025
For pastoral emergencies only, please contact the Rev. Nate Rugh
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Highlights for January

The Gospel of Luke - Sunday Forums

Starting January 12

During Epiphany (January through Ash Wednesday) we will be studying the Gospel of
Luke, the gospel we’ll primarily be reading in church on Sundays this year. Meets between
services, 9:20 — 10:10am.

2025 Women+ Retreat, Jan. 31 — Feb. 2

My Monastery is... Creating Holy Space in a Busy Life

Led by the Rev. Hailey McKeefry Delmas, this year’s retreat explores ways that holiness
shows up—how to notice those moments and be fed by them. Sign up for the whole weekend
or Saturday only. Sign-up deadline Jan. 8. Link to pricing and the sign up form is in parish
weekly email. Or contact Haven Hartman-Briscoe haven.hartman@mac.com

*See St. A’s weekly emalil for the full list of upcoming activities. To sign up for the emails,
contact Carrie Price — carrie@saint-augustine.org
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Contacts

The Rev. Nathan A. Rugh (he/him), Rector

nate@saint-augustine.org

The Rev. Katie Cadigan (she/her), Associate Rector
katie@saint-augustine.org

Mike Raleigh (he/they), Music Director
mike@saint-augustine.org

Carrie Price (she/her), Parish Office Manager
carrie@saint-augustine.org

Vestry
Seyi Ayorinde Peterson Loftin
Martha Goode Meighan Maguire
Lee Ann Goya Stuart Miller, Clerk
Haven Hartman-Briscoe, Sr. Warden Kenneth Phillips
Laura Ann Horton, Treasurer Paul Slye, Jr. Warden
Charlene Huang Tim Whalen

Cover Image: Praying at Gethsemane by He Qi, www.heqgiart.com

St. Augustine by-the-Sea Episcopal Church
1227 4th Street, Santa Monica, CA. 90401

www.saint-augustine.org
Facebook/Instagram: @augbysea
310.395.0977
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